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Introduction 



The Marine Management Organisation 
 Who we are 
• Created by the Marine 

and Coastal Access Act 
2009 

• Almost 300 people 
• NDPB – Lead sponsor is 

Defra but with cross-
departmental 
sponsorship (DCLG, 
DECC, and DfT) 

• We combine our 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
and London operations 
with a local presence 
around the English 
coastline. 



MMO - Main responsibilities 
 
• Managing and monitoring fishing fleet sizes and quotas for catches 
• Ensuring compliance with fisheries regulations, such as fishing vessel 

licences, time at sea and quotas for fish and seafood 
• Managing funding programmes for fisheries activities 
• Planning and licensing for marine construction, deposits and dredging 

that may have an environmental, economic or social impact 
• Making marine nature conservation byelaws 
• dealing with marine pollution emergencies, including oil spills 
• Helping to prevent illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing 

worldwide 
• Producing marine plans to include all marine activities, including those 

we don’t directly regulate 
• Enforcing wildlife legislation and issuing wildlife licences (including 

manage a network of marine protected areas with NE and JNCC) 



Why marine planning? 
Overarching driver – Increasing use of marine space and resources, 
impacting on the sustainable use of the marine environment. 

 
 



• 11 marine plan areas 
• Inshore out to 12nm, Offshore 

>12nm 200nm (or agreed 
median line) 

• East Marine Plan complete 
• Signed off April 2014 
• South marine plan in progress 
• Plans used to help determine 

decision making by relevant 
authorities 

• All marine plans by 2021 

Marine planning in England 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uplo
ads/system/uploads/attachment_data
/file/325688/marine_plan_areas.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325688/marine_plan_areas.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325688/marine_plan_areas.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/325688/marine_plan_areas.pdf


Spatial evidence base: http://planningportal.marinemanagement.org.uk  

Key marine planning documents for England 

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/documents/interim2/marine-policy-statement.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2009/23/contents
http://archive.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/marine-planning/110318-marine-planning-descript.pdf
http://planningportal.marinemanagement.org.uk/




Integrating marine plans 

• Commutating the MPS 

• Informing our evidence base 

– Sub-national policy analysis 

– Seascape assessments  

– Local seascape/landscape studies 

• Duty to cooperate 

• East Marine plan implementation  

• Decision maker workshops (East) 

• Lessons learned being applied in the 
South 

• Marine plan policy development 



• MPS definition “...views of 

coasts and seas...” 
 

East marine plan development 

• Seascape as an umbrella term 

• Character and Visual sub-
sections 

• New protected landscapes 
section 

 

South marine plan development 

• Landscape policy for ‘the 

undeveloped coast’ 

Developing policy for marine planning 



Seascape Characterisation in the East 

 
1. Dogger Bank 
2. Dogger deep water channel 
3. East Midland offshore gas fields 
4. East Anglian shipping waters 
5. Holderness coastal waters 
6. Humber waters 
7. East Midlands coastal waters 
8. The Wash 
9. Norfolk coastal waters 
10. Suffolk coastal waters 

• Produced by Natural England in 
2011 ahead of marine planning 

• Comprehensive study but 
without stakeholder engagement 

• Key Characteristics review 



South Seascape Assessment 

 

• Lessons Learnt for the East 

• Steering Group (DEFRA, NE, EH) 

• Character Assessment 

• Visual Resource Mapping 

• Continued Stakeholder Engagement 

• Consider existing evidence 

 

 

 



• Seascape Policy Development 

– Split Seascape into visual and 
character elements 

• Seascape Characterisation Study 

– Using ‘An Approach to Seascape 

Characterisation’ produced by Natural 

England 

• Visual Resource Mapping 

– To develop a new approach to the    
visual element 

Developing Seascape for marine planning 



Stakeholder Engagement 

• Six workshops across the South coast 

• Engage Stakeholders on Marine Character Areas (MCA) 

– Including MCA names and boundaries 

• Consultation process on key characteristics 

• Missed stakeholders 

• Marine planning portal 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=IPEqcJfqacn1oM&tbnid=Hw9GZUePocC-JM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agendani.com%2Fevents%2Fpublicaffairsworkshops%2Fworkshop2.html&ei=kHV_U-f4MsP3O7zOgYgL&bvm=bv.67720277,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHlRTnUTQKG10EP_xxSL6ktRoYHUQ&ust=1400948356821817


Marine character areas 
South Marine Character Areas 



Visual Resource Mapping (VRM) 

South Visual Resource Mapping (VRM) 



 

 

 

 

 





Landscape Institute Awards 



Future marine plan areas 



Draft Marine Character Areas (England and Wales) 



Blurring the lines 



Sharing data 

http://planningportal.marinemanagement.org.uk 



Next Steps 

• Developing seascape assessments for future marine 
plan areas (NE, NW, SE, SW) 

• Joined up working with LA’s and delivery partners for 

seascape and landscape 

• What are the opportunities 

• Policy development 

• Data sharing through the marine planning portal 

• Sharing our work with Scotland and Europe 

 



Contact us 
Email: planning@marinemanagement.org.uk  
Telephone: 0191 376 2790  
Website: www.marinemanagement.org.uk/marineplanning 
 

Thank you 

Marine Planning Newsletter 

http://planningportal.marinemanagement.org.uk 

mailto:planning@marinemanagement.org.uk
http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/marineplanning

