
Using LCA to Conserve and 
Enhance a Protected Landscape 





AONB 

• Primary purpose is to conserve and enhance 
natural beauty. 

 

• ‘The natural beauty of AONBs encompasses 
everything – ‘natural’ and human – that makes an 
area distinctive: geology, climate, soils, plants, 
animals, communities, archaeology, buildings, the 
people who live in it, past and present, and the 
perceptions of those who visit it.’  

 



Governance 

Cotswolds Conservation Board 
 
• Conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB 
 
 

• Increase public understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of the AONB 

 
 
 

• In doing so – to seek to foster the economic and social 
well being of local communities within the AONB 

 
 
 

Similar to a National Park Authority, minus planning 
 



What to conserve  
and enhance? 



What to conserve  
and enhance? 

Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character 
Assessment 

Overall aim – to provide detailed understanding 
of Cotswold landscapes and forces that shape 
them in the past, now and future 





Cotswolds AONB LCA 

• A tool for identifying features that give a 
locality its sense of place 

• Pinpoints what makes it different 

• A framework for describing in a systematic 
way 



Creating ‘tools’ 

• Principal Elements 

• Landscape Strategy and Guidelines 

• Guide to Woodland Planting and Management 

• Policy and guidance 

 

 



Principal Elements 

• Dry stone walls 

• Ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran trees 

• Permanent pasture inc Unimproved Limestone 
Grassland 

• Archaeological sites, monuments and their setting 

• Vernacular stone buildings and their setting 

• Settlement patterns and their relationship to landscape 

• Parkland and historic designed landscapes 

• Hedges 



Landscape Strategy  
and Guidelines 

• Identifies forces for change 

• Consider implications on key characteristics 

• Develops strategies and guidelines 

• Indicators 

• Framework for review 

 







Creating ‘tools’ 

• Guide to Woodland Planting and Management 

• Position statements and guidance 

• Keeping of Horses 

• Renewable energy 

• Management of Roadside Verges 

 



CCB putting it to use 

• Consultation responses 

Planning 

Woodland creation proposals 

EIA scoping 

Water Act land sales 

Project and bid development 

• NCA Profiles 

• Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 

 

 

 



Who else uses them? 

• Local authorities 

• Planning consultants 

• Parish Councils 

• Forestry Commission 

 

 



Review 

• Climate change proofing 
 
• Solar farms 
• Natural flood management 
• Reversion of arable reversion 
• Undergrounding cables 
• Pipeline mitigation 
• Volunteer hedges Vs walls 
• Vanishing/lost views 
• Tree disease e.g Chalara dieback 
• Farm reservoirs? 
• Also need to reference CFE, CS 



Future landscapes 

• Looking back to look forward 


