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The need for informed Change ……

“Pomona loves the orchard,

And Liber loves the vine, 

And Clough he loves an old façade

And an unspoilt skyline.

But the citizen wants gas-works

Electric wires on high

And light and drains and telephones

God help me – So do I!”

Peggy Pollard, leader of a notorious, yet beneficent secret society 
formed in 1927 called “Ferguson’s Gang” - it raised money for good 
Conservation causes. (Quote from “England and the Octopus” by 
Clough Williams-Ellis, 1975 ed’n. – 1st pub. 1928)  See also ..
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/who-were-fergusons-gang 2



Sylvia Crowe would approve of Landscape 
Character Assessment!!
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More “thoughtfulness” needed....

On the dust jacket of Sylvia Crow’s book, The Landscape of Power 
(1958), it is indicated that she felt that the introduction of vast new 
structures into the landscape need not necessarily ruin it, and that 
she wanted more thoughtfulness among those who are responsible 
for their construction. In the book she shows that  “giant buildings 
and their accessories can be incorporated in the landscape without 
destroying it – indeed, that given skilful design and sensitive siting 
they can in some circumstances enhance the natural scene.”  

.. P 108 These landscape councillors would know the country in fact as 
well as on plan, and would be in a position to advise what effect 
proposed development would have, and how it could best be 
assimilated. Far from further clogging the wheels .... [this] would 
repay itself  ... minimising the delays ...(STATED 60 YEARS AGO !!)4



Background to Landscape Character Assessment  

One of Natural England’s predecessors, the Countryside Agency, had a long 
association with areas designated as being of national importance (National 
Parks and AONBs) – set up 50yrs ago in 1968.

IMPORTANTLY, it was also concerned about the active management of the 
wider countryside and its work highlighted the need for a consistent and 
comprehensive understanding of what gave the countryside of England its 
character. 

Following on from work in the 1980s the Countryside Commission and others 
developed the technique of landscape assessment – in 1993 Landscape 
Assessment Guidance was published. Over the years this work evolved to 
give us the best practice approach, Landscape Character Assessment 
Guidance for England and Scotland, (2002), which was replaced by “An 
Approach to Landscape Character Assessment” in 2014. 
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The Countryside Character Programme,1994. The 
process did not seek “to prevent activities”.
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To: provide a landscape context; guide policy 
development; identify opportunities for local action;      
p                   provide a base for advice. 

7



The European Landscape Convention (Council of 
Europe) – signed by the UK Government in Feb.

2006.
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The scope of the ELC includes .. land, inland 
water and marine areas.
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Landscape Character ….

The European Landscape Convention definition of landscape is – “ .. 
an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the 
action and interaction of natural and/or human factors.” The Scope 
of the ELC covers land, inland water and marine areas. 

The combination of characteristics arising from physical/natural and 
socio-economic factors, and their often complex interrelationships, 
makes one landscape different from another.

Landscape Character may be defined as “A distinct and recognizable 
pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape 
different from another, rather than better or worse” (An Approach to 
LCA, 2014). It is the pattern that arises from particular combinations 
of the different components – providing a sense of place.  
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An Approach to Landscape Character 
Assessment & Seascape Character Assessment

11



The “Landscape Wheel” – An Approach to LCA
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The “Seascape Wheel” – An Approach to SCA
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Landscape Character

The combination of characteristics arising from physical/natural and 
socio-economic factors, and their often complex interrelationships, 
makes one landscape different from another.

An understanding of landscape character provides baseline 
evidence to inform land use planning, design and land 
management.
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Landscape Character Assessment …….

• “is the process of identifying and describing variation in the character of  
the landscape”. Areas of common character are classified and 
described.     (An Approach to LCA  2014);

• is the tool that is used to help us understand and articulate the 
character of the landscape

• helps to identify the features that give a locality its ‘sense of place’ and 
pinpoints what makes it different from neighbouring areas 

• can be used to inform land use planning and design, landscape 
conservation and designation, and land management – thus helping us 
to inform and manage change 

• can be carried out by ANYONE .. community, local authority, 
Landscape Architect etc., etc.

• can be carried out at ANY scale ... E.g. :250,000 (National Landscape 
Character Area – NCA) to 1:2,500 (site level)  
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LCA Process – An Approach to LCA ……..

16



National Character Areas ……(approx. 1:250,000)
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National Character Areas …..

• Describe the character of the Area e.g. see NCA 112 Inner London 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5360729876070
400?category=587130 (NOTE THE RELEVANCE OF “NATURAL 
CAPITAL” to Landscape Character i.e. the ELEMENTS and 
FEATURES – refer to the landscape wheel for example.)

• List Statements of Environmental Opportunity – with examples of 
how (eg. grassland restoration, working with landowners, enhancing 
access etc.)

• Provide key facts and data.
• Identify Landscape Change (eg. re. trees and woodlands, coasts 

and rivers etc.) 
• Give an analysis showing the predicted impact of Statements of 

Environmental Opportunity on the “value” of nominated ecosystem 
services within this landscape.
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Local Authority Landscape Character 
Assessments -

• These provide more detail than the NCAs and identify Landscape 
Character Areas and / types

• The general public and other stakeholders are usually involved in 
their preparation and they can inform the Local Plan

• For more info. see An Approach to Landscape Character 
Assessment on the gov. website

Local Communities can also prepare their own Local Landscape 
Character Assessment to inform decision making. See work carried out 
in Hampshire. See also Neighborhood Plans – e.g. Suffolk Coasts and 
Heaths work “Touching the Tide”, and Cranborne Chase AONB (more 
info. below). 19



LCA & Making Judgements ……………. 
..............these are 2  Separate Processes! 
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So applications of LCA/TCA  include …….. 

…………    landscape and land use planning strategies (e.g. Green 
Infrastructure Strategies and Waterspace Strategies)), neighbourhood 
plans, landscape/design guidelines, project design, designation related 
work, conservation appraisals, landscape sensitivity and capacity 
studies, landscape and visual impact assessments,  land management 
plans, highways and railway planning and design, forestry and 
woodland planning and design etc.

Examples follow …….. LCA has a long pedigree regarding influencing 
change ..............>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> My presentation provides context 
for the following presentations by Tony, Sally, Ian, Jon, and Richard.
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The Landscape of Forests and Woods, Sylvia 
Crowe, Forestry Commission 1978.
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“In most British forests and woods, timber production is the 
prime use, and therefore integration of the crop into the 
countryside remains the main landscape responsibility.

The basis of successful integration is to understand 
the character of the landscape, and to carry out all forest 
operations in sympathy with it. To achieve this, there must 
be an appreciation of each type of landscape and of the 
qualities which distinguish it.”  (1978)
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The Landscape of Forests and Woods, Sylvia 
Crowe, Forestry Commission 1978.



The Landscape of Forests and Woods, Sylvia 
Crowe, Forestry Commission 1978.

24



The Landscape of Forests and Woods, Sylvia 
Crowe, Forestry Commission 1978.
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The Good Roads Guide – DoT, 1992 (still current 
?)
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The Good Roads Guide – integration with the 
English Lowlands
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The Good Roads Guide – Integration with the 
English Uplands
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The Good Roads Guide – Alignment & Designed 
Landscapes
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Roads in the Countryside – A report to the CC, 
CBA, Jan. 1995.

30



Informing Neighbourhood Plans – landscape, 
townscape, seascape (3 recent examples by     
AECOM). 
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Glastonbury Heritage & Character Assessment-
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Glastonbury Heritage & Character Assessment-
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Portland & Looe Heritage and Character 
Assessments -
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Looe Heritage & Character Assessment –
managing change
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Looe Heritage & Character Assessment – Key 
Characteristics
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Green Infrastructure
An integrated approach to land use – LI 2013

“Landscape professionals have worked with many local
authorities throughout the UK to support the ELC through
Landscape Character Assessments. These, in turn, are used to
inform GI strategies and projects that address the factors that
make each place special.”

“Local distinctiveness
GI assets that engage local communities and which relate to
landscape character and heritage can enhance the local sense
of place and foster community spirit. They can be a catalyst for
regeneration and community ownership and can stimulate job
Opportunities by attracting investment and tourism.”
NOTE includes GOOD CASE STUDIES ...
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Green-
Infrastructure_an-integrated-approach-to-land-use.pdf 37



EIA and Landscape Impact Assessment & Visual 
Impact Assessment (LVIA) -
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Useful links …

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landscape-and-seascape-character-
assessments

• An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment   -
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/upload
s/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf

• Landscape Character Assessment - LI Technical Information Note  08/2015    
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Landscape-
Character-Assessment-TIN-08_15-20160216.pdf

• An Approach to Seascape Character Assessment    -
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/upload
s/attachment_data/file/396177/seascape-character-assessment.pdf

• Townscape Character Assessment  - LI Technical Information Note  
05/2017     https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/tin-05-2017-townscape.pdf

39

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/landscape-and-seascape-character-assessments
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691184/landscape-character-assessment.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Landscape-Character-Assessment-TIN-08_15-20160216.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/396177/seascape-character-assessment.pdf
https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/tin-05-2017-townscape.pdf


USERS OF LCA/TCA/SCA include -

• Communities
• Natural England 
• Forestry Commission
• Highways England
• Department for Transport (see DMRB etc.)
• HS2
• Environment Agency (note Kew to Chelsea –R. Thames)
• Historic England – works alongside Historic Characterisation
• Marine Management Organisation
• Local Authorities
• Planners, Landscape Architects, Engineers, Architects etc.
Useful ref. https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Landscape-Character-Assessment-TIN-
08_15-20160216.pdf
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